16mm up date
In spite of the rather inclement weather of late we have been able to make progress on the new
extended steaming bays and marshalling yard. Most of the wood has been prepared but will require
treatment with Cuprinol before fixing. One item which does require some consideration is the extent
of under track storage we ought to provide. I was considering recycling the ply from the now
redundant old marshalling yard but we could extend this facility, your views please.

Gordon Miles

Evening Meetings at Muscliffe
The Society’s charity in 2018 was the Forest Holme Hospice, Poole, and a sum of £250 was raised.
A representative of the Hospice visited the October Meeting and was presented with the Society’s
cheque. He then gave an interesting talk of the work of the Hospice.
After the tea interval members enjoyed a quiz mainly on film and television themes presented by
Graham Smith. Thank you, Graham it was great fun.
The next meeting will be held at the Muscliffe Community Centre, Shillingstone Drive, Bournemouth,
at 7.30pm on Wednesday 21st November when Mr Paul Sturgess will be presenting an
illustrated talk entitled 'Dorset of Old'

We've not had Paul before but he comes recommended so hopefully we're in for a good
show...
Our final meeting at Muscliffe will be held on Wednesday 19th December at 7.30pm. The Committee
has decided that it is no longer viable to organise meetings when only about 10% of the membership
attend
It would be nice to revive our tradition of making the December meeting something of a Christmas
Party. If members bring along a few cakes or sausage rolls or other snacks the tea and coffee will be
free of charge so let’s go out, not with a whimper (or a bang for that matter) but on a happy note,
make it a festive evening , Graham Smith will show a feature film.

Please make every effort to attend.

Workshop matters
Tidying of the workshop continues, if any Member has left any of his own tools in the workshop he
or she is asked to remove them as soon as possible as a matter of urgency. At the end of the month
any redundant, worn out or otherwise unwanted tools and equipment will be removed and sold or
dumped.

Lathe Courses.
Whilst John Hoyle is indisposed, his group is taking a break.
The group building Ellies continues to make steady progress and will shortly have completed
all four rolling chassis. Some of them have started turning up the components for their
boilers.

Visit to Fawley Hill
Fawley Hill, the home of the Late Sir William McAlpine and Lady McAlpine, is set in
beautiful Buckinghamshire countryside near to Henley-on-Thames. The house was designed
by Sir William and built in 1960, although many people are convinced that it is Georgian. As
well as the museum, it boasts an animal sanctuary, "Ironhenge" and probably the largest rideon garden railway you will ever encounter. It is the only one I have come across built to
standard gauge. The museum, which is on two floors, covers a range of subjects, mainly
transport related, including a display of the opulence of the grand dining trains in the golden
era of train travel, and there is a small fairground - among other things. The small station, relocated from Somersham in Cambridgeshire, where you can board the "garden railway" has a
tea room and a waiting room. The museum collection started when McAlpines were
constructing new buildings during the "modernisation" period and Sir William, upon seeing
items being lost in the rush to modernise kept saying "Send it home . .", and so they were
taken to Fawley Hill where they were carefully preserved and formed the foundation of both
the railway and the indoor museum. As one who has previously visited, I can tell you that it
makes an interesting and entertaining day out. Fawley Hill was once described by Country
Life magazine as ‘the most bonkers estate in Britain’! If you have been watching The Great
Model Railway Challenge on Channel 5, you will have seen some views of the railway and
museum as that is where the competition took place, although there is much more than
appeared in the programmes.
I am hoping to arrange a visit to Fawley Hill and I have a booking for 40 places at the VIP
Invitation Day on Sunday 26th May 2019.
Participants are asked to make a donation (£10 suggested) towards the costs of maintaining
the museum and railway, and there will obviously be the cost of transport to Fawley Hill.
Transport arrangements and costs will depend on numbers. It would be helpful if you could
let me know if you would be interested in joining this trip. There will be a list in the
Clubhouse to sign up, or you can email me at dai.steam@talktalk.net.
The URL for the Fawley Hill website to find out more is http://fawleyhill.co.uk/
David Delaney

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 7th November
2018

Members Present:- Malcolm Smith (Chair) , Glyn Tandy, Mike Baker, David Delaney, Kevin Hunt,
Phil Drake, Bob Devereux, Brian Williams.
Apologies for absence received from Peter Burton, John Hoyle, Mike White, Dick Ganderton

The Chairman signed the minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd October 2018

Update on the Late Mike Mortimer’s Locomotives:- Brian Williams reported that he had arranged
the disposal of two locomotives and that he had tested a third locomotive and had returned it to the
family.

Steam Locomotive Training Courses:- Bob Devereux would be willing to teach new members , by
appointment on non running days, with the members bringing their own engines. Brian Williams will
assist. If members feel they could assist or would like to use this service please contact Bob
Devereux.

Santa Run Update:- Phil Drake reported that. Presents have been purchased, and are now wrapped.
Tickets are 75% sold. Catering has been arranged for Hot dogs at breakfast for Staff, and Hot Soup
and rolls for lunch. Guards Roster volunteer sheets are up in engine shed, Drivers are still required
by Pete Burton. Mike Baker volunteered as 2nd Santa as Dick may not be fit. Kevin Hunt requires
early help at 07-00 to erect Marquee on station platform.

Member Discrimination:- Members are reminded that discrimination of any kind is NOT TOLERATED
in our Society . Volunteers of any age, colour or sex. should be encouraged as long as they can safely
carry out their duties.

Operations Risk Assessments:- Malcolm and Dick have now completed risk assessment process for
the 2 items that failed risk assessment , so the following items have been added to the Society Code
of Safe Practice..
Refuelling of petrol engines fitted to locomotives such as on Littledown Castle MUST ONLY be
carried out in the morning when the engine is cold before running to avoid the risk of the hot engine

starting a petrol fire, and must be done in a non public place with adequate precautions taken to
warn smokers of the danger. If the engine runs out of fuel before a running session finishes, the
engine must be replaced and pushed back to the shed.
Disposal of locomotives. It is the duty of the driver or person disposing of a locomotive to ensure
that blowing down of steam engine boilers under pressure is only carried out in a safe area within
the Disposal Track Area away from any members of the public, and any Society Members are warned
to stay clear whilst Blowdown takes place, and also whilst the fire or hot ashes are dropped into the
disposal tray .

Lathe Users Assessment:- Assessment Question Booklet has been updated to correct issues arising
from initial trials by committee members . Marking Scheme has been worked out and set down, so
assessment booklets are now ready for use. Dick Ganderton will carry out the practical assessments.

Proposed Trip to Fawley Hill Railway:- Dave Delaney reported that if we wish to organise a coach
trip in Summer 2019 to Fawley Hill , he will have to organise an invitation for a date . It was felt that
an invitation for 40 persons would be suitable. David is contacting Fawley Hill Railway.

Muscliffe Monthly Meetings:- Malcolm reported that attendance has gone down to around 15
people per month . The hall is costing us £20 per month, and is due for renewal within the next 2
weeks. The Committee decided that we should not hire the hall for 2019, and that the December
Christmas meeting will be the last Muscliffe Monthly Meeting.

Society Website:- It was agreed that ways of reducing the cost of the Society’s website be
investigated.

Ellie Project:- Building of Ellies by members is ongoing.

Multi Gauge Track:- Dick Ganderton reports there is nothing to add at the moment but he wishes to
keep this scheme alive for continuation when he is back to full health .

16mm NG track extension:- Work is progressing on the building of the baseboards for the extension
which will be topped with strips of weatherproof plastic planks , on which the tracks will then be
laid.

Rolling stock: Peter reported that Maid of Kent requires a boiler test. Glyn reports that Speedy is
dismantled for maintenance and repainting over the winter. All other Society Rolling stock is
serviceable at present.

Finance:- Phil Drake reported that finances are satisfactory and are in a healthy position for this
time of year. Committee approved purchase of Plasticised Aluminium sheets for manufacturing anti
vandalism covers for 16mm track extension.

A. O. B:- Brian Williams is buying 10 or 12 sacks of coal for locomotive use .
Paul Green has purchased a circuit breaker to complete the power supplies in the Mess room.

Next Meeting of Committee will be on Wednesday 5th December 2018.

....................................................................................................Chairman................................
.Date.
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Pictures below:Our Chairman works on his Ellie, turning the ends of the axles to fit the cranks.
A picture taken about 12 years ago at Fawley Hill.

Certificate of Appreciation received from the Forest Holme Charity

