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Chairman’s Thoughts

T

he Annual Dinner at the Crooked Beam was well attended last month and I believe all went off well.
Thanks, Dick for organising the event.
The Committee will be discussing the new Boiler Regulations that came into force on 1st January this
year.Two members of the Committee attended a presentation and it is proposed to have an open discussion on the
new Boiler Testing Code at the next club night so they can explain and show us the new documentation.
I did mention at the last club meeting that the small charge we make for teas and coffees at the Society’s
Monthly Meetings at the Muscliff Community Centre help to pay for all the free drinks that are available at the track
throughout the year, so please ensure you put your money in the box provided.
Would any member be interested in becoming the Society’s new Web Master? We are in need of a club member
to take on the task of updating our present web site by adding a few pictures, etc. If interested please contact any
Committee Member.
Our Parking Area is still very wet, muddy and a little churned up, so if you are not bringing an engine on a Sunday
could you please think about parking in the Littledown car park and walking up to the track. However, If you park
on a Wednesday in Littledown car park please note they only allow a maximum of 3 Hours - you could get a ticket
if you go over that time period.
The forthcoming Polly Rally is on Saturday 18th May. Please let’s see those of our members who own a Polly
bringing their engine on that day.
Our Charity Day will be in August, but the charity we are going to support this year has still to be agreed. Have
any members got a particular charity they would like to see us to support?
David Martin
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L

ittledown Castle is starting to take shape. The six wheels have been CNC machined for us by Andy Clarke at
Polly Engineering and have had some decorative machining carried out to make the otherwise plain front
faces look more like real driving wheels.The frames and buffer beams have been laser cut in 12mm thick steel
plate and have been trial assembled.The
coupling rods, coupler blocks, running
plates, motor mounts and dummy
balance weights for the wheels are
being prepared for laser cutting. When
these have been delivered we will be
able to put the chassis together ready
for testing. John Hoyle’s picture shows
the team with the assembled frames.
We now have the new Boiler Testing
Documentation and once our team of
Boiler Testers have become au fait with the
new system we will be able to recommence
testing.The new system is little different to
the previous one and owners of boilers will
see little difference.Your current Hydraulic
Certificate is still valid until its expiry date,
as is your current Steam Test. Certificate For owners of small boilers under 3 bar litres the Hydraulic Certificate is valid
for the life of the boiler.You still need to have an Annual Inspection, but now you will get a Certificate.The Committee has
appointed Gordon Miles as a Boiler Tester, but Gordon will only test under 3 bar litre boilers.
At the Meeting this coming Wednesday evening, John Hoyle and myself will give a presentation on the new Boiler Testing
Code.This is not intended to cover whether or not we should be complying with the Code, but how it works and what, if
any, difference it will make to Members with boilers needing to be tested.
Dick Ganderton

The views and articles featured in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Committee, Ofcers and Members.

T

Committee Meeting
he March Committee Meeting will be held in the Gallery Room at the Littledown Centre at 7.30pm on Wednesday
9th March 2013
The Minutes of the February Committee Meeting will be available for perusal at the February Meeting.
George Wheatley, Secretary

Direction of Running

T

he way in which we alternate the direction of running at the Littledown Miniature Railway has been changed. The
direction of running will now be clockwise for even months and anticlockwise for odd months. So February will be
clockwise and March anticlockwise.
The 16mm Narrow Gauge Garden Railway will still be running on the First and Third Sundays of each month, weather
permitting. The next dates are 17th February and 3rd &17th March 2013.

Engine Shed Mobile Phone

A

Mobile Phone has been installed in the Engine Shed at Littledown for the convenience of Members. It can be used for
outgoing calls on Society business and in an emergency. Members who are at the track can also be contacted if required.
The number, 07879355399, is on the ‘Contacts’ page of the Society’s Website www.littledownrailway.co.uk

Membership Renewal Forms

T

he Committee has been mindful for some time of the need to rationalise how Subscriptions are paid and recorded
and how we collect and maintain Membership Records. For 2013 all members are asked to complete and return a
Membership Renewal Form together with their Subscriptions. If you do not do this then the March Newsletter will be
the last you receive! If you’ve already done so you can ignore this. Thank you.
If any member has constructive ideas on improvements or alterations to the layout or contents, please contact me.
George Wheatley, Secretary

B&DSME Diary Dates.
20 February 2013

Monthly Meeting; 7.30 pm. Muscliffe Community Centre.
The new Boiler Testing Code. Dick Ganderton and John Hoyle.

7th March 2013

Tech-Chat (Informal Discussion Meeting); 7.00 for 7.30 pm.
John Hoyle. Please let John know if you are attending.

20th March 2013

Monthly Meeting; 7.30 pm. Muscliffe Community Centre.
Richard Knott’s Annual Video Show.

4th April 2013

Tech-Chat (Informal Discussion Meeting); 7.00 for 7.30 pm.
Gordon Miles. Please let Gordon know if you are attending.

17th April 2013

Monthly Meeting; 7.30 pm. Muscliffe Community Centre.
Topic to be decided.

th

More Dates For Your Diary
15 & 17 March 2013
th

th

6 Modelling & Hobbies Exhibition. Michael Herbert Hall, South Street, Wilton SP2 0JS.
th

Luscombe Valley Happenings
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Cobweb Run
Gala Weekend
Autumn Run
Humbug Day

February 2013

April 20th & 21st
July 27th & 28th
September 7th & 8th
December 21st
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16mm Update

I

am drafting this ‘Update’ whilst basking in that rare phenomenon these days SUNSHINE!! Hopefully its the start of a
successful running season.
During the arctic and monsoon seasons we have been able to carry out most of the repair and maintenance work required,
so from the track point of view we should be OK, but the paint work on the cover boards is looking very suspect. The acrylic
weather shield protective paint is blistering badly and it is our intention to sand the boards down and repaint with old fashioned
oil based paint. We will need help when the boards dry out, so if you feel like volunteering please let Dave or myself know.
There have been some concerns for 16mm operators at B&DSME with regard to boiler test requirements advocated by
the Southern Federation (Green Book). We would advise waiting until we hear back from the B&DSME Committee with
regard to their and the Southern Fed recommendations. The 16mm NGM Association are quite clear in stating that there is
no change to the PSSR2000 Regulations with regard to sub 3 bar litre boilers, and our 16mm insurance cover still holds with
Walter Midgley.We will up date in the next Newsletter. In the mean time we hope to be running as usual on the First and Third
Sunday this month, rain permitting, of course.
Gordon Miles & Dave White

N

Merlin’s Mutterings

ot much this time other than trolley news.This last few weeks all trolley wheels have been re-machined bringing them
back to the standard SMEE profile. This has been done by David Finn, in all a total of 56 wheels, thanks Dave. This has
involved completely stripping all of the bogies, putting them back together again, fitting return springs to the brakes
and adjusting same, at which John Hancock has become quite adept, so thanks to John, Bob and Dave Martin for all of their help.
Now for a little grumble. Less than three weeks ago I cut three pieces of carpet to be put under free srtanding water tanks to hopefully
protect the upholstery from water and dirt stains damaging the upholstery.As of 5th February 2013 only one piece has been put back where
requested.Where are the other two pieces? I am not prepared to waste my time cutting more pieces if Members do not return same.  I
now suggest members with free standing tanks cut their own material and keep same with own tanks as part of their kit. You could even
glue it to the bottom of your tank.  The red carpet is available at Littledown. David and I will EXPECT a piece of protective material to be
used under all free standing tanks.  Many thanks.
On Sunday 3rd February one Member, who has been in the Society long enough to know the system, put a trolley back into the tunnel
without connecting it to the one already in the tunnel and of course he then had to retrieve same! When putting a trolley away it must
be connected to each and every one and GENTLY pushed back into its resting place.  You may remember that last month we requested
that backs be left on the trolleys when being put away. Well, because of a lack of thought and a comment from another Member saying
that leaving the backs attached to the trolleys could make things difficult to clamber into the tunnel should a problem occur., we are now
requesting that all backs and seats are taken off and put into the Station building as befpre.   A notice to this effect will be put on the Notice
Board in the Engine Shed, so please always read the Notice Board for any updates - not just for trolley news.   Any comments, ideas or
offers of help please contact David Finn or myself.		
Merlin

Who would like to help build Littledown Castle - the new club passenger hauler?

T

hose of you who visit the track regularly will know that a new club loco is in the course of production, primarily to
lighten the load on Sheddon Wheals. In order to proceed as rapidly as possible the Committee asked a small team
consisting of Dick Ganderton, Alan Hodgson, Barry Linger and myself to initiate the design of this locomotive, and I was
made project leader. The design remit is to produce an everyday, tough, club passenger hauler that would have more aesthetic
appeal and driver interest than ‘Shed’.
So far, the new locomotive, based very loosely on Criccieth Castle and which
has been christened Littledown Castle, has passed through the design phase, as
well as the phase of proving the power train and now is entering the construction
phase. Currently the frames and axleboxes are assembled, the wheels are being
finished and we are about to order the next tranche of materials, which includes
the laser cut coupling rods, footplate and buffer blocks.
It has never been the intention to make this project a ‘closed shop’ to other
Society Members once the ‘donkey work’ had been done and now the stage has
been reached when I am actively looking for help from Members who would
like construct a part or parts of the project.
There will be a number of sub assemblies which lend themselves ideally
for home construction by anyone who would like to help us. It is constructional
help I am looking for; broadly the design of the locomotive is finalised, but the
team will, of course, be happy to consider sensible suggestions. Now is the time,
contact me and I will be delighted to discuss having you on board.
I am primarily looking for those prepared to work as a team, and who would
be prepared to work to an agreed schedule, both as to the nature of the work
and to time. I am hoping to have the loco up and running ASAP, but that will
depend upon how much help I am offered.
Join in now!
John Hoyle
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